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community. I think we should extend our thanks to Judge 

Robinson for dedicating his life to the administration of 

justice, for it means much for a man to set forth on a 

lifetime career in that honorable activity that is $0 

important. But primarily, let me repeat, congratulations 

should extend first to the people whom he will serve, 

because they are the ones who realize that as long as the 

true administration of justice is left in good hands, such 
-' 

as Judge Robinson and his coUeagues on the benCh at this 

time, we have nothing to fear for the future. 

I again say, good luck to you, God bless YOUt 
I 

Judge Robinson, and may you serve long, 1 know faithfully, : 

and with credit to yourself, but primarily to the state and 

the nation whom you will be serving. 

God bless you, Dick. 

JUDGE DELEHANT: In proceeding from the 

- remarks of Congressman Chase and in presenting the 

next speaker, I think it not inappr.oprtate to offer a 

testimonial of gratitude from the court. The court is 

. deeply indebted to congressional diligence of the two 

senators and four, congres$men 1n Nebraska for the 

statesmanlike and constructive service which they 

rendered to the court during the year 1956» when, by 

amendment of the statutes of the United States, the entire 

structure of this Nebraska district was altered, with the 
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consequence that it has been made incredibly mOl"e 

effective and economical. I may say that in the interval 

just closing since the death of Judge Donohoe, it would 

have been next to impossible to handle, with any measure 

of efficiency, the work of the court, if we had had the 

archaic structural organiZation which we had prior to the 

enactment of that legislation. 

The gentleman who is about to speak had a 

very important and directing part in that effort. It is now 

my high pleasure and privilege to present the Honorable 

Roman L. Hruska, member of the bar of this court and 

United States Senator from Nebraska. 

Senator Hruska. 

SENATOR HRUSKA: May it please the court. 

First of aU I should like to suggest that the assembly 

present here today has come to render tribute to the 

newly designated member of the bench; at the same time; 

inherent in that tribute is a tribute to the present members i 

of the bench, both of the District Court and of the Court of 

Appeals. The task of selecting a new member of the court 

Is always a difficult one. It was so in this instance 

because in Nebraska, as in all Jurisdictions, there is a 

wealth of material from which to choose. We had, 

fortunately or unfortunately, OnlY. one v. acancy to fill. l.t. I 

is hoped on the part of those who participated in the filling 
------------_._---_._----- --------.-~~~ 
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of this vacancy that the non"selection of others who were 

quaUfied and who are qualified will not be construed as a 

reflection on them, but rather as a recognition of the fact 

that there is only one vacancy, with many who are 

perfectly capable and competent to tlll it. 

Most of us in this rOQm have lived long 

enough to have had assignments of importance given to us, 

or have had the opportunity to assume positions or offices 

of responsIbility. Those who have found themselves in 

that position are aware of the fcpeling of aloneness whioh 

does come Qver one when the full impact of the position 

or the aSSignment is made known to his consciousness. 

I don't know when that feeling of loneliness might have 

come to our neW judge. It might have been on the 

occasion when he received word of his nomination; it 

might have been on the occasion when he received the 

invitation to appear personally before the Senate Judiciary 

Committee, as all candidates for a judgeship must dO} or 

it may have been on the occasion when the examination 

before that august body occurred and when he was aSked 

apout his ideas Qn the Rule and Shelley's case, or the 

decision in the. Dartmouth College case. I don't know when 

that impact may. have reached his consciousness, but 1 am 

sure it has. Perhaps it was this morning in this very 

impressive ceremony which we have just witnessed, but 
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but let me say to you, Judge Robinson, that whether Qr not • 

that moment has yet come, there will be many 

repetitions of it in the future as you discharge the duties 

of your office. Both as a lawyer and as a legislator, 1 can i 

assure you that after the record has been completed and 

after all have left the court room and you are alone )'.in 

your office to consider that record, that you wlUagain and 

again experience that feeling of loneliness. It will :be on 

those occ£l$ions that you will draw upon all that has 

transpired in your life theretofore by way of your 

education, by wa.y of the training you received at home and 

the gratitude that you owe to your good patents, and 

particularly your mother who is so proudly present today; 

upon your experiences as a law yer and as a responsible 

member of this community and apply all of the lessons of 

those years to the task which lies before you. 

Not long ago members of the Senate bade 

goodbye to a colleague who has served in that Senate for 

eighteen years and who was retiring for reasons of health. 

1 recall well, and wUI always treasure, the parting words 

which he gave to his colleagues there in that historiC 

chamber of the old Supreme Court room. that chamber 

where the Senate met for many. many years, but where 

ma.ny historic decisions were rendered and many famous 

arguments were made by famous members of the bar. 
~~--.-.-.--~-------~---.---... -----~.-.---------- --_ .. _._._---
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The Senior Senator from Colorado, Mr. MUllken. in 

bidding goodbye to his colleagues there said in 

concluding: 

"And may the Lord bless you and may He be I 

kind to you, and if you give Him half a chanoe, He will. tr 
i 

Judge Robinson, with our congratulations andj 

best wishes, may 1 repeat those words and say: 

nMay the Lord bless you and may He be 

kind to you, and if you give Him half a chance, He will. ,. 

JUDGE DELEHANT: This court is honored today 

- by the presence of representatives of the judiciary of the 

state of Nebraska. Invited to speak in their behalf is the 

Honorable L. Ross Newkirk, Presiding Judge of the District 

Court of Douglas County, Nebraska. Judge Newkirk. 

JUDGE NEWKIRK: Judge Dalehaat, Judge 

Robinson, Your Honors of the United States Circuit Court 

of Appeals, Senator Hruska, Congressman Chase, 

ex'" brother on the bench, and allof you good friends. 

Speaking in behalf of the judges of the district court of the. 

Fourth Judicial District of Nebraska, we deem it a high 

privilege and honor to express to you, Judge Robinson, our 

heartiest congratulations for your elevation at the hands of 

the Pres ident and Senate of the United States to the federal 

judgeship. We are very proud of you in attaining, 

strictly upon merit, this important place in the 

i 
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administration of justice tGour beloved America. We 

express to you our friends,hip, our confidence. our 

respect, and every good wish as you enter upon what we 

know will be an honorable and outstanding career on the 

federal bench. Your many years of active and 

successful practice of the law have made you closely' 

acquainted with the procedure of the courts and the duties 

and functions 'of the judges presiding over them. Your fine 

character. pleasing personality, outstanding abiUty and 

capacity for ,hard work thoroughly fit you for the heavy 

duties and responsibilities of your high office. 

Speaking at hard work in the field of law. I 

am constantly reminded of the admonition of a fine and 

noble old lawyer of the Omaha bar, who is now gone. 

uYoung man, H he said, Uthe difference between a good 

lawyer and a poor lawyer is industry. n Given integrity, 

which may be expected, and intelligence which also may 

be expected, might not industry also be said to be the 

differential between gOOd judges and poor judges? 

This solemn and impressive swearing in of 

Judge Robinson we have seen here today forcibly reminds 

all of us judges of the similar oaths we took as judges and 

the grave and at times awesome duties and 

responsibilities We thereby assumed and now have. Not 

only are we required to hear and decide issueS involved 
-.. ,-.. ~ --~-,~- ,-~~ .. ,-,--~~---~--~---t----~~,~---
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in the cases brought before us, but out conduct. both social 

and private, should be t and actually Is, a matter of public 

concern. In the Canons of judicial Ethics promulgated by 

the American Bar Association, the standards of conduct 

set forth tor every judge in, and Mfecting, the 

administration of his offiCe are summarized in part in 

Canon 34, which states that in every particular his conduct 

should be above reproach. It behooves everyone of us 

judges to strive mightily to meet these high standards of 

conduct both in the performance afour judicial duties and 

in our persona,lliving. Not only that, we should be 

mlndful of our duty to God. One of the scriptural 

admonitions to the judges of old was, uYe shall not be 

afraid of th~ face of man for the judgment lsQod 'a. U 

Faced with seemingly imponderable iSSUeS for decision, 

the judge's sile,ntand humble prayer for divine guidance is 

a.s appropriate In court or in chambers as it Is 1n church 

or anywbere else. 

Judge Robinson. we say again that just as we 

know your eminent qualifications for the high offiee of 

judge of the District Court of the United States, we are as 

surely confident that you will perform the d.uties of that 

Office with honor and distinction. 

May God bless and guide you always. 

nrnOE DELEHANT: The United States District I ~ ~ ~ . . I 

--------~--------------------------.-----------.-------------·----~~---·t--·-·~-
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Court for the District of Nebraska is honored this morning: 

by the presence and participation in this ceremony of 

two judges of the Circuit Court of Appeals for tbe Eighth_ 

CirCUit, also members of this bar. They accompany us 

on the bench. 

I have the honor first to present the 

Honorable Harvey M. Johnsen, Judge of the United States 

Court of Appeals; Eighth Circuit. 

Judge Johnsen. 

JUDGE JOHNSEN: Judge Oelehant. I am glad to 

have the occasion to join with this group in the 
I 
I congratulations to Judge Robinson and to welcome him into ! 

the federal judiciary. 

First, it Is the matter of congratulations. 

Beyond the matter of personal congratulations, of which 

1 know Judge Robinson will receive many, I want to extend 

my congratulations also to the members of his family, 

his Wife, his two sons, his mother, his brothers and 

other relatives who are here present. 

I have often heard the expression 

"self-made man", but 1 have never met one. Back of all 

that we are in Ufe there is the fiber of those who touched 

our lives, who made the contribution to the character, 

who have given us the implements and the tools that 

ena.ble Us to move forward. 1 know that Judge Robinson I -------------~ -- --~----- ~---,-~ --,--~ -.. ~,,-~----,----------- ~~,--- -~-------+-------
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Soagatn, I want 

to say, congratulations to Judge Robinson, 

congratulations to Mrs. Robinson, congra~ulations to his 

two sons, and congratulations to JUdge Robinson's mother 

and to all his brothers. 

Now, on the matter of welcome. . Judge 

Robinson is assuming hefe today not Just an individual 

position. It is true he has been designated as a Judge of 

the United States District Court for the District of 

Nebraska, but he has taken on something that is broader 

and larger than that, and that is the federal Judicial 

system. We don't function as an individual Judge. We 

don't function as an indiVidual court. Permeating the entir~ 
! 

federal system is a sense of devotion, a sense of 
, , 

dedication; a sense of integration that runs in the common i 

channel of the administration of justice clear down the 

line. It is something that 1 can't explain to you whQ are 

laymen. You who are lawyers will understand. You wi.11 

understand it in relation to the integration of the bar, the 

common spirit that exists for the sake of moving forward ; 
i 

in a common cause. t! Perhaps I could give this illustration, 
I 

1 have Just come back from attending a. seminar at New 

York University of about twenty judges from allover the I 
I 

country. We were trying to see the thing that bas 1 

happened in out courts that has been trying to move forwar~ 
I ----_ .. _-_._--_ .. _ ... _--._ .. _- --------_.- - .-----_._ ..... _ .... __ ._ .. _--_.- --_._+--_.--_ ....... -
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and increase the efficiency of judicial admintatt'ation~ 

We all agreed that one of the most notable things that had 

happened in the broad field of the administration of 

justice during the past twenty years was the spirit, the 

instrumentalities which had come to perm~ate the entire 

federal court system. '1 shan't explaIn those to you. 

This is not the occasion. Judge Robinson, as time goes 

on, you will become conscious of the dedication, the 

devotion of each one of us, not to our individual position. 

but to that great common cause of administering 

justice. ' 

I shall close only reminding you of what 

Judge Chase spoke a moment ago. The court's buslness 

is, after all, the ultimate protection of equal liberty. It 

permeates the entire federal system. Agatn I say, 

Judge Robinson, "you will comprehend more Of that as 

time goes on. You will feel that every federa.1 Judge in 

the country, District Court, Appellate Court, Supreme 

Court, is united in a bond for the general administration 

of j llstice. " 

Again, Judge Robinson, my congratulations 

and my welcome .. 

JUDGE DELEHANT: Lastly, from the bar of this 

court, an invitation 113 offered for brief rema.rks to the 

judge who, as I recall. is senior in point of his initial 

1

19 
.. 
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Commission in the entire United States, for some time Cit 

member of the bench of this court, the Honorable Joseph 

W. WOOdrough. 

JUDGE WOODROUGH: I am very happy to be ~ 

here on this O¢c$.sion. I like to be at weddings and lUke 

to .be at inaugurations. 1 have such glprioU$ recollections 

of having once on a time taken the oath as judge, myself, 

in this room, among friends, just as Judge Robinson is 

today, but 1 have to struggle a little to express myself. 

I have more practice in other kinds of remarks. 

Sometimes I have to say they shall hang by the neck until 

they are dead, but 1 would like to say something to Judge 

Robinson expressive of the real felicitation that I feel 

towards him. It is a glorious opportunity that is opening 

up to him. 

My mind goes back to one of the most 

tactful men we have ever had in office, Jim Dahlman, 

former Mayor of this city. I ren'~ember so well. Jim had 

been in politics all his life. He started in politics way 

out in the sandh1l1s and at other places, In South Omaha, 

and had come along and been all out in politics, and SOme 

not on the exalted plane. Some of it was among more Of 

the rougher class. He said when anyone of those fellows 

who had crossed the bar and gone into office stoOd up to 

take that oath, although he had known some of them who 
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fell down afterwards, he never knew anyone of them who 

did not at that time feel in his heart a hope and a strong 

desire to do what was right and to do something to help 

his country and fellowmen. And so, when I seek a word 

of felicitation for Judge Robinson, who has. the highest 

qualifications and training. who has a knowledge of the 
~.;-' " 

law and ethics, and who knows what is required and what· 

is appropriate, I hope and pr4y that some; of tlt@se 

ambitions and deSires that lie behind this oath of his wUl 

come true and that in the years to come he can do sOme 

of the things he dreamed of doing and wants to do now that 

he takes the oath as a federal judge. 

JUDGE OBLEHANT: As you will hav(/} notieed, 

brevity in their observations has been practiced by all of 

the gentlemen who have responded during this service to 

the court's invitation to speak. That I, too, may avoid 

a violation of the counsel of "the very soul of WitH, 1 have 

taken the precaution of setting down in type what 1 shall 

presume now to say. And I shall address myself directly 

to him in whose name and honor this ceremony 1$ being 

held. 

Judge Robinson, may I welcome you 

heartily to the service for which you have this morning 

completed your formal qualification. There i$, I shall 

have to acknowledge, a selfish implication in my greeting • 

.. ---.--.---.-... ---.... ----.---... -.. --.. -...... -.-.. --·-··-··--···--·-----·-----r-------
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1 am comforted by the restoration to full complement Of 

the district's judicial man power. So, in welcomtng you, 

1 am, to a measurable extent, thinking of the day by day 

labOrs which you will perform in the court during the next 

few years. And, believe me, you will have much woltk to 
do. But I also and principally ha.ve in vhaw the qualities 

of mind and character that have prompted the President 

to your appointment. You bring to the bench a competent 

general and legal education and a substantial experie.nce In 

the practice of the law, a measure of industry with which 

your brethren In the profession are familiar, and a high 

degree of integrity and cQurage, both moral and 

intellectual. Thus equipped, you prompt us of the- court to 

gratiflca.tion over your selection, and to tonfldeneein the 

quality of tbe service which will characterize yout 

judieial career. For aU otus this moment is h4ppyand 

Que.piciou·s .. 

And now, Sir. though 1 am aware that the 

effort to which 1 beckon you will prove to be far from 

easy, 1 respectfully invite you to offer such response to 

the morning's event as may be both prompted by your 

emotions and within your capaeity'to expreSs. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the Honorable 

Richard E. Robinson, now Judge of the United States 
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JUDGE ROBINSON: your Honors, Judge 

WOOdrough and Judge Johnsen of the Circuit Court of 

Appeals for the Eighth Circuit, Chief Judge Delehant. 

the Honorable Roman L. Hruska. United States Senator. 

the Honorable Jackson B. Chase, Representative, Judges 

of the District Court and Judges of the Municipal Court, 

Mr. Kuhns, and through him the President of the 

American Bar Association, Mr. William C. Spire, United 

States Attorney, and all my brethren In the Bar, and 

Friends. 

I need not remind you that this is certainly 

an unusual occasion for me. It Is one that many yeats 

aga I had never anticipated. t have moved from the active 

Side of a practicing lawyer in the city of Omaha, an 

advocate at times, to this Side of the. bench. 1 know that, 

hard as it may -be for me this morning to control my 

emotion, as I. sit here and look out <wer my friends and 

thOse who have corne here to pay tribute to me, I feel 

very humble t indeed. 1 know that as difficult as the task 

may be this rnot'nlng, it is probably the easiest one that 1 

shall ever have to perform sitting behind this bench. As 

for the lawyers, I need not remind them that -I shall expeot 

and sollcit their support. I shall need your help; and on 

occasion whenyouaee the court moving into obviOUS 

error) I shall expect you to point it out. I 

--------~--------------------- ------------ --- ------------ ---------------------r-----------
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Before the formal adjournment~ 1 desire to 

make one brief announcement. The Marshal will shortly 

be l"@quested and dlr@¢ted to adjourn court, but when he 

dOfi;s so, I ask you to remain standing in your places 

very briefly while the Marshal makes one final 

announcement, Upoo the ma.king of which, without further 
"-,----- .... __ .. ,. , .... ----, .. ,---------.--------~-- .. --, ,---_., 
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ceremony, the day's events will be ended. 

Tho Marshal will now adjourn court. 

THB MARSHAL: The Court will stand adjOUrned 

subject to call. 

Ladles and gentlemen. as soon 4$ the 

judg$1 Ntb'$ to chambJrs there wUl be a reception. I 

request at tilts time thlt the members of tb~ imm~iate 

family proeecm ftr.tlthtn the judges of the COUft$= and 

then the general pubUe. 

Tbank -you for toll~tftg instructions, 

(Receptlon tn Judges' chambers) 

••••••••••• 

Reported and prepared by Wilda Woodbury, 
Official Court Reporter', District of Nebraska. 




